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Introducing our New Editor 


The Board of Governors of Numismatics International are once again in appreciation 
to Herman Blanton who has served as the temporary editor of the N/ Bulletin to support 
the January to June editions. We thank Herman for stepping up with his very 
professional support to this important benefit of NI membership. His support as editor 
was required due to the loss of the previous editor, Joseph Uphoff, who passed away 
suddenly in mid-December. 


Effective with the July/August 2022 edition, we are pleased that Michael Ross will be 
the new editor of the Bulletin. Michael’s numismatic interests range from French feudal 
coinage of the Middle Ages to architectural medals and a number of areas in-between. 
He has a multi-decade background in numismatics, has been a successful exhibitor, has 
written an ANS-published book along with a number of research-oriented articles, and 
will be perfect as the new editor. We are thankful that Michael has volunteered to take 
on the editor post. We are confident that under his management the Bulletin will 
continue to be a most professional and educational publication. 


Board of Governors 
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UK Merchant Countermarked Dollar Series 


New Value on a Countermarked Dollar of Levern Mill? 
(Adapted from British Numismatic Journal, vol. 88, 2018) 
Eric Hodge, NI #2784 


A few years ago, a very interesting coin, with countermarks, appeared at auction.! It 
was described as an 8 reales of the Mexico City mint, assayers FM, the date being 
indecipherable as one of the three countermarks on the obverse of the coin is over the 
date, with a weight of 25.79 grams (Figs. la-c). 


Figs. la & 1b (approx.. 39 mm) 
Courtesy Pliego (Seville, Spain) 


Fig. Ic 
Countermark ‘4/9’ (enlarged) 


Acknowledgement. To the late Professor Ted Buttrey of the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge, 
for drawing my attention to this sale catalogue and countermarked coin. To Michael 
Dickinson, Ken Eckardt and Michael Shaw for reading this paper and commenting thereon. 

' Pliego 54 (Seville, Spain), December 13, 2016, lot 295. 
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The largest countermark, towards 12 o’clock, is ‘LEVERN*MILL*S*De& C®° ? 
surrounding a value of ‘4/9’ (countermark 1). The second countermark towards 6 
o’clock is a large number ‘5’ surrounded by two circular bands, the inner being in relief 
and the outer being incuse (countermark 2). The third countermark is an incuse smaller 
number ‘5’ on its own with no surround (countermark 3). 


Countermark 1 Countermark 2 Countermark 3 


Prior to this discovery, Levern Mill countermarks were known in two values - 5/6 
(Manville type 8)° and 5 shillings* (Manville types 9). The 5 shillings specimens are 
known in three varieties.> The salient points mentioned in previous articles, see notes 
4 and 5, including an additional small S*eD within a roped circle on type 8, (Fig. 7), 
were various triangular nicks on the outer rim of the main countermark on types 9a and 
9c, (Figs. 2 & 4) broken annulets on the reverse of the host coins of type 9b° and a mark 
above the right hand down stroke of the ‘M’ in Mill on types 9b and 9c’ (Figs. 3 & 4). 
None of these marks are evident on this new 4/9 find, leading to the belief that this 
newly discovered countermark is an earlier issue than the previously known values of 
5/6 and 5 shillings. 


> The SeD is believed to represent Stewart and Dunlop, owners of the Mill. 
3 Manville 2001, 19-24. 
* Hodge 2006, 200-2. 
> Hodge 2013, 66-67. 
° Hodge 2009, 239-40. 
’ Hodge 2013, 66. 
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Fig. 3: Type 9b 


Fig. 4: Type 9c Fig. 5: Type 9A (new find) 
Comparison of value 5 in types 9a, 9b, 9c & new find (9A) 


Countermark 1: 


The wording and spacing of countermark | (as shown in Fig. 1a) are similar to Manville 
types 9b and 9c® (Figs. 3 & 4) though it is difficult to see if there is a dot below the ° 
of C° in Fig. 1a (reference item (d) in Table 2 below). 


The value of 4/9 is, of course, totally new. There is a visible mark over the dot between 
S and D (Fig. 6) and under magnification this can be seen to be cut into the host coin, 
rather than cut into the die, and is more likely damage than a privy mark. The new 
countermark find is now designated type 9A as it is a new value in this type. 


8 Manville 2001, 19-24. 
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Fig. 6 
Damage mark on type 9A over the dot between S and D of the outer ring name 


Countermark 2: 


This countermark is a plain ‘5’ surrounded by two outer bands (Fig. 5). This numeral 
5 appears to have more affinity to types 9b and 9c (Figs. 3 & 4) with the straighter top 
and the less pronounced join of the perpendicular to the top of the 5’s loop. The exact 
join is difficult to see due to wear on the countermark but it can be conjectured. A 
further similarity is that the ball of the 5 extends well left of the downward shaft of the 
top half, unlike type 9a. This single 5 on its own raises a further matter. In the previous 
articles it was stated that the value and name were all on one punch.’ It is clear from 
this example that a 5 punch was made separately. It is possible that the die could have 
been made in two parts, with the central value punch being located with a square or 
slotted cylindrical shank so that no movement between the two parts could take place.!° 


Countermark 3: 


This is an incuse plain ‘5’, smaller than countermark 2, with no surround. It bears no 
resemblance to any numeral 5 seen on previous Levern Mill countermarks (Fig. 1a). 


The placement of the three countermarks would indicate that the host coin was being 
used as a trial piece to compare and test the various marks. It seems more than 
reasonable to assume that the countermark in use at the time of countermarking was 
number | with numbers 2 and 3 being tests for a future issue. Sadly, there is no host 
coin date to give an issue date guide other than the spread of 1790-1802 for the host 


° Hodge 2006, 200; Hodge 2013, 67. 
'0 Hodge 2016, 51-52. 
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coin type.'' What this does indicate is that the 5-shilling issues were probably dated 
1802 or later. 


Table 1 
The highest price of 8 reales, in pence, during each year 1795 to 1817, compared 
with the countermarked issue values of 4/9 (57d), 5/ (60d) and 5/6 (66d). 


Price of 8realesin pence —--—4/9c/mk —-— 5/c/mk ——-5/6c/mk 


Manville indicates from the dates of the dollar host coins and from contemporary prices 
of silver that the issue dates were 1805-1810 for the first 5 shillings (type 9a), 1810- 
1812 for the 5/6 issue (type 8) (Fig. 7) and perhaps 1815 to around 1820 for the second 
5 shillings (type 9b).!> However, since Manville, a third 5 shillings issue has been 
discovered '* (type 9c) and this could also be allocated to the 1815-1820 time frame. 


Broadly based upon the value of silver per Manville,'* this new 4/9 issue could be dated 
prior to 1801, mid 1802-1809 or possibly after 1815 (see Table 1). Due to the fact that 
the new 4/9 issue countermark shows none of the previously discovered privy marks 
one is led to the conclusion of an early issue more likely during the period prior to 
1801. If this is the case then the issue dates for all the type-9 5 shillings would be 
changed from 1805-1810 to 1802-1811, with the type-8 5/6 issue dates being 1811- 
1812 and possibly later. The allocation of some of the type 9’s to 1815 or later has been 
disregarded for this paper as will be seen in later discussion. 


'l Elizondo 1971, 99-100. 
2 Manville 2001, 243-45. 
3 Manville 2009, 24. 

4 Hodge 2006, 201. 

'5 Manville 2001, 243-46. 
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Fig. 7 


The countermark of 5/6 for type 8 with the additional S*D in a roped circle 


Table 2 lists all the obvious anomalies and variations seen on the host coins and the 
countermarks. The columns are therefore placed in the proposed order of issue for the 
types to indicate the progression of these anomalies and variations. 


Table 2 
List of variables for each Levern Mill countermark type, ordered in proposed 


Manville type Variables 
(a) Nicks round main c/m 
(b) Dot after D 
(c) Letters 
(d) Dot below ° of C° 
(e) Gaps C° to Levern 
(f) Value 
(g) Extra SeD 
(h) Numbers known 
(i) Cancelled 
(j) Reverse privy marks 
(k) Die break to M 
(1) Dates c=cancelled 


issue sequence. 


9A 
0 
Yes 
Large 
No? 
Small 
4/9 
No 


ole 


9b 
0 
Yes 


Large 


Yes 


Small 


9c 
3 
Yes 
Large 
Yes 
Small 


9a 
1 
Yes 
Small 
Yes 
Wide 


1740, 
1805c, 
1808(2)cc, 
1810c, 
1811 
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Order of Issue: 


Based upon the details shown in Table 2, it seems reasonable to reallocate the order of 
issue of the 5-shilling types 9a, 9b and 9c. The progression of the die break!° (reference 
item (k) in Table 2) in types 9b and 9c makes it sensible to place these before type 9a 
which can be assumed to replace the damaged die. The alteration in the lettering and 
spacing (reference items (c) and (e) in Table 2) supports this allocation. If eventually 
the 9c die broke then the lettering could be changed, to prevent forgery, and a nick 
added (reference item (a) in Table 2) to allow an extra dimension to the new die. Further 
nicks could be added in the future, as appears to have been the case between types 9b 
and 9c, if so desired. This change in issue order is endorsed by type 9b having the 
earliest dated host coins. The argument is further strengthened if it is accepted that the 
reverse privy marks of broken annulets for type 9b are a very basic privy mark requiring 
no change to the die, and could be applied at any time. This suggests an early example 
of a privy mark. 


The proposed dates of issue, therefore, (in the context of Table 1) could be: 


e Type 9A (4/9) up to 1801 
e Types 9b, 9c and 9a (5/) 1802 to 1811 
e Type 8 (5/6) 1811 to 1812. 


With the latest dated host coin in the 5-shilling series being 1809 for type 9c and for 
the 5/6 series being 1811 for type 8 (reference item (1) in Table 2) there is no strong 
argument, at this time, for projecting the period of countermarking much beyond these 
dates. 


References: 


Elizondo, Carlos A. Jr. 1971. Eight Reales and Pesos of the New World, 2nd ed., San 
Antonio: Almanzar’s Coins of The World. 

Hodge, E.C. 2006. “Levern Mill-A new countermark variety or different die?” 
Spink’s Numismatic Circular 200-2. 

Hodge, E.C. 2009. “Secret marks on merchant countermarked silver coins”, British 
Numismatic Journal 79, 239-45. 

Hodge, E.C., 2013. “Levern Mill-Merchant Countermarked Dollar-Another Find.” 
Spink’s Numismatic Circular 66-67. 

Hodge, E.C. 2016. “A Countermark Conundrum.” Coin News, October 2016: 51-3. 

Manville, H.E. 2001. Tokens of the Industrial Revolution. Foreign Silver Coins 
Countermarked for Use in Great Britain, c.1787—1828, BNS Special 
Publication 3. London: Spink & Son. 
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Charles II, Santa Fe (Bogota) 4 Reales 1667 POR 
Fernand David Specimen 
Herman Blanton, NI #LM115 


In my collecting journey this coin was a mystery not only because I knew very little 
about it but because of the curious date format. My first observation was in 
Restrepo/Lasser 1998 where it was illustrated with a rather dark image that appeared 
edited and which I erroneously inferred to be a coin rubbing. It seems to me now that 
all published images of the coin before the recent Eldorado sale are reproductions of 
the photo from the March 11, 1930 J. Schulman auction catalog of the Fernand David 
collection. The coin had been sequestered in the Eldorado Collection for nearly 4 
decades and no fresh images of it appeared in the numismatic arena during this period. 
The Eldorado collection was publicized in late 2017 and sold by Stack’s Bowers in 
January 2018. This coin, lot 11062, struck a nerve with me and after my initial surprise 
at its appearance in the market I began to rest in the satisfaction of now knowing its 
whereabouts. As I will explain below, the coin is one of two 1667 Santa Fe 4 reales in 
the literature of Spanish Colonial coins but the erroneous “second” coin is actually an 
8 reales dated 1662 leaving the Fernand David coin unique. 


In June 2021 I bought a copy of the J. Schulman March 11, 1930 auction catalog of the 
Fernand David collection ironically from an auction conducted by the same firm, J. 
Schulman. The coin was originally published in 1930 and the next public sale of it was 
in 2018, a span of 88 years. It is a joy to have the original J. Schulman catalog and the 
Stack’s Bowers catalog together in my library. 


Part 1: The Fernand David Specimen 
Numismatic chronology 


Where does the Fernand David specimen fit in the historical record of numismatic 
observations? In other words, was this a numismatic discovery piece and, if so, how? 
Where to begin the search? 


As José Toribio Medina remarked, most, but not all, of the Europeans of his time paid 
little attention to American numismatics. My observation is that this held true until the 
mid-20th century when the numismatic community became less provincial. Fernand 
David was one of the exceptions as he collected worldwide coinage. 


Como no se han escrito obras de esta naturaleza en los demas paises hispano- 
americanos y solo uno que otro boceto aislado, —y lo digo refiriéndome con esto 
ultimo especialmente a México, —no hay para ellos mds literatura numismatica 
que el libro de Heiss, que trata de las monedas espanolas en general, y por 
incidencia de algunas americanas, el Catalogo de la coleccion de Vidal Quadras 
y el libro de Herrera, que en los mismos limites.... [Las Monedas Coloniales 
Hispano-Americanas: VI (1919)]. 


A good starting point for this study is Burzio’s Diccionario de la moneda 
Hispanoamericana, tomo II. The table below for the 4 reales 1667 references Burzio 
for the Santa Fe hammered (cob) coins but not the machine-made milled coins. It is 
most fortunate that Burzio included data from Robert Nesmith’s 1958 article on the 
coins acquired by Clyde Hubbard in Medellin, Colombia. 
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Burzio catalogs the following pieces of Santa Fe 4 reales. 


Burzio II: 316 | Shield type | “Sin fecha visible” 4 reales assayer T. Eldorado lot 
Philip [IV 11052, cataloged as 1627. 

Burzio II: 316 | Columns Cited from Dasi (1950) II: 183. 4 reales 1651 in 
type Philip | collection LV.D.J. Unstituto Valencia de Don 
IV Juan). No image known. Unconfirmed. 

Burzio II: 316 | Columns 1655 Nesmith (1958) no. 8a. 
Philip IV Eldorado lot 11058. 

Burzio II: 317 | Columns 1662 PPR | Nesmith (1958) no. 8b. 
Philip IV Eldorado lot 11061. 

Burzio II: 317 | Columns 1667 PPR | J. Schulman (1930) lot 607. 
Charles II Eldorado lot 11062. 

Burzio H: 318 | Columns 1676 Medina 1919 p. 259. 
Charles II OLM Eldorado lot 11063. 


To the above cited coins in Burzio we add the following coin(s) which were to 
some degree then known but apparently unknown to, or not confirmed by, Burzio. 


Adams (Guttag | (Columns Adams description: “/188 Four Reales. Philip V. 

Collection) type) Philip | Santa Fe de Bogota mint.” No photo. I opine that 

1929 p. 141, V (c. 1722- | the Adams description is accurate and is based on 

no. 1188 25) Medina 1919 no. 309 circa 1722 8R (Eldorado 
11051) and no. 310 2R dated 1722 (Eldorado 
11075). Abe Kosoff auctioned the Guttag 
collection of coins on Feb 12, 1941. Kosoff lot 
1231 is cataloged and described as “/188*** 4 
Reales. Cob. Philip V. Santa Fe de Bogota mint. 
Holed. EXCESSIVELY RARE. Fine.” To my 
thinking this must be Eldorado lot 11066. I know 
of no other specimen that matches the Kosoff 
description. Eldorado lot 11066. 

Nesmith 1947 | Columns Lists 4 reales 1693. Likely, but not necessarily 

Charles II Eldorado 11064. See provenance section below 

for reference “The Early Coinage in Silver of the 
Santa Fe de Bogota Mint.” 

ANS Columns ANS (American Numismatic Society) accession 

1956.163.908 | Philip V year is 1956. Since Burzio did not include this 

1742 M coin it must not have been published before 1958. 


Not in Restrepo 1998 but it is published in Lasser 
2000 as M74S-8 “...only known Molano 4 
reales.” Lasser must have located the coin after 
the 1998 edition. 


Note: Calicé 1953: 30 illustrates a 1655 4 reales of the Cartagena mint, but this is 
distinct from Santa Fe. 


Table 
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The table above shows that Adams (Guttag Collection) cataloged a Philip V 4 reales in 
1929 but without a photo. Kosoff (1941) expanded the description of that same coin to 
mention that it is holed. Burzio did not list this specimen because, I presume, he could 
not confirm it without a photo or by inspection. The table shows the importance of the 
Eldorado collection as the six specimens listed in Burzio all came to the Eldorado 
collection except for the lone (not confirmed by photo) specimen ensconced in the 
IVDJ museum. 


1231 1188%** @ Reales. Cob. Philip V. Santa Fe de Bogota mint. Holed. 
EXCESSIVELY RARE. Fine. 


Abe Kosoff, Feb 12, 1941, lot 1231 


The table shows that before Nesmith wrote his 1958 article about the Medellin coins 
only 3 specimens (Medina, Guttag and Schulman) of columnar 4 reales, and no 
specimens of the Habsburg shield type 4 reales, were published (not considering the 
1693 cited in Nesmith 1947 as I don’t know if cataloged or illustrated by 1958). Dasi 
referenced the [VDJ specimen as dated 1651 which would be the columnar design but 
without a photo the coin is unconfirmed. 


To refine the classification further we can say that the J. Schulman (Fernand David) 
specimen is the third Santa Fe 4 reales published and the second with a photo. The J. 
Schulman specimen is the first and only known 1667. 


e 1919: Medina, Charles, II 4 reales 1676 OLM; published with photograph. 
e 1929: Guttag, Philip V, 4 reales; no photograph. 
e 1930: J. Schulman, Charles II, 4 reales 1667 POR; published with photograph. 


J. Schulman Sale 


Colombia, Ecuador, Peru 


COLOMBIA 


607* Nuevo Regno, Bogota. 4 Reales. Shield between - Ill 


POR — 16(67 Pillar between PLV — SV — T— NX fine. Extremely rare. 
(pl. VID) 


J. Schulman March 11, 1930 lot 607 
Nuevo “Regno” Reino. Bogota. 4 reales 1667 POR 
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Stacks-Bowers Galleries Sale 


Stack’s Bowers January 12, 2018 Lot 11062 Colombia. 
Image and text courtesy of Stack’s Bowers Galleries 


Lot 11062: COLOMBIA. 1667-P°R 4 Reales. Santa Fe de Nuevo Reino (Bogota) mint. 
Carlos II (1665-1700). Restrepo M60.1. VF-35 (PCGS). [Maximum diameter 27 mm] 
13.40 grams. Plated in Restrepo and Restrepo-Lasser from an old line drawing, 
apparently taken from an early edition of Calic6. Nice dark gray toning on a chunky, 
tight planchet. The edge is a bit crude in one spot, with a split above the left pillar that 
also affects the last digit of the II[I denomination left of the shield. The date, assayer, 
and mintmark are all perfectly clear, and the lions and castles are nicely defined as 
well. Problem free and attractive, this is uncommon as both a date and a type. 


Estimate: $1,000 - $2,000. (Realized USD 2880 including buyer fee.), PCGS 
#85760605. 


Provenance: From the Eldorado Collection of Colombian and Ecuadorian Coins. 


From Don Canaparo. 


(Blanton) Commentary: 


Corrected date with large 6 over small 6. A small punch would have been intended for 
smaller coins such as 1/2 real or 1 real. The date is punched 166667. (The small 6 may 
be uncertain punch.) 166 apparently punched first. Correct size 1 but small or incorrect 
punch in second and third locations. Then die sinker used correct size 6 punch over the 
first small 6 but then skipped over the second small six and punched a third six. Final 
numeral 7 looks larger than the 6. 
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The “P” of POR and of the PLVS looks to be 
repaired with a small “o” in the “P”. In PLVS the 
“o” in the “P” is misaligned. PLVS VLTRA is 
abbreviated PLV / SV /T with Land RA missing. 


Assayer mark is POR. 


Well centered, well struck and well-preserved 
circulated coin with very _ interesting 
implemented design. Great companion to 
Eldorado lot 11060 (below) which has the 
mismatched punches. 11060 is 4 reales 1668 with 
both small and large numbers 16668. 


1666 POR 1667 POR 1668 PRS 
A Stack’s Bowers Stack’s Bowers Eldorado 
' aa ears na Eldorado lot 11062 lot 11060 
pee January 12, 2018 January 12, 2018 


Each of these 3 coins share a common obverse die (shield side). 
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Confusion in the numismatic record: 


Confusion began with A. M. Barriga Villalba (1969) Historia de la Casa de Moneda 
vol. I: 75-76. Page 75 cites an 8 reales 1662, but the image is of a 4 reales and page 76 
cites a4 reales 1662 but the image is of an 8 reales. The descriptions are correct but the 
images are swapped. Both coins are dated 1662 with the ultimate digit shaped like a 
“Z” (zet) - 166Z. Later catalogers made errors when following this information. 


Image from Barriga p. 76 
8 reales 166Z PORS 


The 8 reales coin illustrated in Barriga belonged to Don Alberto Lozano Villegas. After 
Sr. Lozano passed away that coin was offered by B & C Subastas in three sales: 
December 6, 2005 lot 252; November 24, 2006 lot 158; and December 5, 2007 lot 120. 
In each auction it was correctly described as 8 reales 166Z PORS. Apparently, the coin 
did not sell in any of the auctions as it was sold by one of the auction house principals 
on eBay, April 7, 2008, to buyer “Ponterio” at the starting price of USD 3499. 


Catalog errors: 


Carlos Castan Ramirez, 1972, Las mondeas de los Reyes Catélicos y de la Casa de 
Austria 1475-1700. Under Carlos II, 4 reales at page 234 number 4183 he listed 1667 
POR but he illustrated the Barriga 8 reales 1662, this is a double error of both the date 
and the denomination. This double error of the erroneous date of 1667 (4 reales) for 
the Barriga 1662 (8 reales) effectively created the error of a second specimen of 1667 
4 reales. The error of interpreting 1662 as 1667 comes from misreading the ultimate 
digit “Z” as a number 7. There are other instances of this kind of interpretation error. 
The denomination error must have resulted from Barriga’s image swap. Note that 
Castan is only 3 years after Barriga. [Error: attributing a second specimen of 4 
reales 1667. | 


José Alberto Vicenti, 1974, Catdlogo general de la moneda espajriola 1475 Reyes 
Catolicos — 1975 Estado Espanol. Vol. I Reyes Catoélicos — Carlos IT. Page 129 number 
927: Philip IV, 4R, Tipo 123, 1662 PORS. Vicenti erroneously gives the assayer mark 
PORS which is found on many 8 reales but not on 4 reales; assayer mark POR is typical 
for the 4 reales. Vicenti has catalog number 926 for the 4 reales 1662 POR, which is a 
correct listing, see excerpt immediately below. (Note: Vicenti swapped images for 
types 122/123.) [Error: attributing a 4 reales 1662 PORS which does not exist 
(catalog number 927). | 
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4 RESALES (plata) NUEVO REINO (Tipo 123) 


926° © 1662-°R7R 140.000 
927 1662 P.°RS 175.000 


Adolpho, Clemente y Juan Cayon, 1998, Las monedas espajiolas del tremis al euro 
del 411 a nuestras dias. Under Carlos II at page 791 number 6956 lists 4 reales 1667 
Nuevo Reino PR (correct) but illustrates the Barriga 1662 specimen. This citation 
erroneously suggests a second specimen (in addition to the legitimate J. Schulman 
specimen). [Error: attributing a second specimen of 4 reales 1667. ] 


Sewall Menzel, 2004, Cobs, Pieces of Eight and Treasure Coins. Under assayer PORS 
at page 409 he illustrates the Barriga coin with caption (4 reales 1664) so he misread 
the date 1662 as 1664 and carried forward the denomination error of 4 reales, hence, 
erroneously, 4 reales 1664 PORS. [Error: attributing 4 reales 1664 PORS which does 
not exist. ] 


Confusion conclusion: 


There may be other catalogs with errors for 4 reales 1667 but these are enough to 
demonstrate that the second specimen is an error. I have not verified any other Santa 
Fe 4 reales 1667. The J. Schulman (Fernand David) specimen today stands unique (the 
only specimen). 


Provenance (appearances and listings): 


J. Schulman, March 11, 1930, Fernand David Collection. Lot 607. 

+ (1930-1950s provenance unknown.) 

+ Burzio II (1958): 317-18 well described; II (1956): xciv, no. 725 illustrated 
with J. Schulman photo. 

+ Don Domingo Irigoyen collection. According to my records Sr. Irigoyen 

participated in the V Exposicion Social de A.N.E., in Barcelona March 1- 

16, 1956 by providing three coins for exhibit (personal communication with 

secretary of Asociacién Numismdtica Espanola (A.N.E.) on June 21, 2018). 

Advanced numismatist at least from the 1950s until he died in 1982. His 

Colombian cobs were sold to the Eldorado collection in 1980 and must have 

included this coin. 

Pellicer p. 252 no. 1194. 1971. 

Don Canaparo, cited in Stack’s Bowers lot listing. (1980). 

Eldorado Collection: 1980-2018. 

Restrepo 1998 at pp. 38 and 78, M60-1, 1667, illustrated both places with 

the J. Schulman photo. 

Lasser 2000, at p. 120, M60S-1, 1667, illustrated both places with the J. 

Schulman photo. 

Restrepo 2006, Monedas de Colombia 1619-2006, \st ed., p. 93, M60-1, 

1667, illustrated with the J. Schulman photo. 

Restrepo 2007, 2nd ed., listed the same as in 2006 ed. 

Restrepo 2009, 3rd ed., listed the same as in 2006 ed. 

Restrepo 2012, Coins of Colombia (Spanish Colonial and Republican) 

1619-2012 (Monedas de Colombia 1619-2012) Fourth Edition — First 

English Edition, p. 89, M60-1, 1667. Illustrated with the J. Schulman photo. 
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+ Stack’s Bowers Galleries sale of the Eldorado collection. January 12-13, 
2018, lot 11062. 


Notable absences from catalogs: 


+ Wayte Raymond The Coin Collectors Journal Vol. 9, No. 6, November- 
December, 1942. At page 126, Santa Fe. Charles II, the catalog lists two 
specimens: 8 reales 1690 and 2 (sic) reales 1676 but not 4 reales 1667. Text 
does say “It is probable that other dates, and possibly denominations may 
exist of the two preceding issues.” (1 believe Raymond intended “4 reales” 
1676, following Medina, instead of “2 reales’’.) 

+ Robert I. Nesmith, 1947. At page 144, “The Charles II silver coinage is also 
rare in this space. The author has been able to trace...two examples of 4 
reales dated 1676 and 1693....” 

+ F. Xavier Calicé 1953. No specific mention to 4 reales 1667. At pp. 47-49 
there is a date listing of coins. For 1667 there is “Idem” to 1665 which is 
assayer PORS. For this and other reasons I opine that this reference is to 
Guttag (1929) 8 reales number 1187. Guttag has an image of 8 reales 1662 
but listed as 1667 (another error related to 166Z [zet]). 


Part 2: Fernand David the numismatist 


Gathering biographical information about Fernand David has been laborious and slow. 
Complicating my research is that there was a politician and an artist with the same 
name as our numismatist, and his name is mentioned as Ferdinand as well as Fernand. 
Not knowing the French language made my research slower. I was able to find a few 
numismatic references but even fewer biographical. In his introduction “Révélation 
d’une collection” (2022) Alain Weil wrote, “Malheureusement, trés peu d’informations 
sur la vie de ce numismate sont parvenues jusqu’a nous.” [Unfortunately, very little 
information about the life of this numismatist has come down to us. | 


The information below is what I have assembled from three numismatic auction 
catalogs along with the few other citations that I was able to gather. 


e J. Schulman, March 11, 1930. With biographical information. 
e J. Schulman, June 8, 1931. No biographical information. 
e Editions Victor Gadoury, March 12, 2022. With biographical information. 


Fernand David was a Parisian, lived from 1861 to 1927, and was one of the owners of 
“A. David Freres.” His collection spanned from ancients to modern, worldwide with 
an emphasis on France. After his death in 1927, his collection was sold at auctions. J. 
Schulman (1930) included Canada, USA, Mexico, Central America, West Indies, and 
South America. The J. Schulman (1931) sale was comprised of four collections, 
presumably (according to the 1930 sale catalog) the Fernand David coins were 
European (minus France) and Oriental coins. The 1931 sale also had many American 
coins and I wonder if those may have come from the Fernand David collection as well. 
Editions Victor Gadoury (2022) included ancients, Byzantine, Gaul, a large selection 
of French coins, foreign gold and silver, medals, tokens, badges, etc. According to 
Weil, a large part of the collection was stolen during World War II which he suggested 
is why the collection was light on ancient Greek coins. 
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The March 11, 1930 J. Schulman catalog introduction has information about the 
collector. “The first part of the collection of the late Mr. Fernand David at Paris now 
offered for sale only deals with the coins and medals of America. Mr. Fernand David 
was well known all over the world among Numismatists as a collector of the good old 
style. During his 50 years of collecting he was able to pick up in Paris and abroad a 
remarkable collection of coins and medals of the world.... J. SCHULMAN.” 


The 1931 J. Schulman sale contained no biographical information. 


The 2022 Victor Gadoury sale catalog included an introduction by Alain Weil 


Gadoury auction 2022 collection Fernand David 


“Révélation d’une collection.” 
From this we _ glean the 
following. “/The collection] 
belongs to two sisters who are, 
on their maternal side, the 
granddaughters of a famous 
collector in his time, Fernand 
David... he was one of the 
owners of “A. David Fréres”’, 
an extremely — prosperous 
manufacturer of trimmings, 
lace and embroidery. The 
medals of international or 
universal exhibition awards 
attributed to this company 
testify to its importance and 
notoriety... his collection was 
known both in France and 
abroad... an active member of 
the Société Francaise de 
Numismatique (SFN)....” See 
full text in the catalog for 
further details. 


Other details relating to the life and collecting of Fernand David include: 
- According to the journal of the Société Francaise de Numismatique, Fernand 
David’s membership was converted from corresponding member to full 
membership May 1, 1897 (Revue Numismatique, quatriéme Série — Tomo 


Premier, 1897: XX XII-X XXIII). 
seance pu 1 mar 1897 


Présidence de M. P. Bordeaux. 


DE LA SOCIETE FRANCAISE DE NUMISMATIQUE XXXII 


M. Fernand David, membre correspondant, demande a 


passer membre titulaire ; il est admis en cette qualité. 


e In Revue Belge de Numismatique, 1890 Quarante-Sixiéme Année, a coin in 
the Fernand David collection is published at p. 515, XII. 
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e In the Bulletin de Numismatique published by Raymond Serrure, Quatriéme 
Volume, 1897: 69-74, “Jetons Rares ou Inéditas” there are six pieces cited as 
collection Fernand David of Paris. Quatriéme Volume, 1898: 4-5, “Jetons 
Rares ou Inéditas” there are two pieces cited as collection Fernand David of 
Paris. 

¢ 1903: Guida numismatica universal by Francesco Gnecchi, Ercole Gnecchi. 
“1535. David Ferdinand, Negoziante in pizzi. Rue Galilée, 37. — Ricchissima 
Collezione de monete romane, galliche e francesi; tessere.” [Dealer in lace. 
Rue Galilée, 37. - Extremely valuable collection of Roman, Gallic and French 
coins; tesserae (ancient tokens)]. 


1535. David Ferdinand, Negoziante in pizzi. 
lée, 37. — Ricchissima Collezione di monete romane, galliche 


e francesi; tessere. 


« Répertoire Général des Collectionneurs de La France et de L’étranger by E 
Renart, Onzieme Année, 1904/5. In the first part of the book, under 
“Collectionneurs Parisiens / Amateurs Parisiens” at p. 19 “Collectionneurs 
non cités” we find a Ferdinand David listed as “tissus” (fabric) dealer. “David 
(Ferdinand), négociant en tissus, rue Galilée, 37. Tres riche collection de 
numismatique roumaine, gauloise et francaises et de jetons.” [David 
(Ferdinand), fabric merchant, rue Galilée, 37. Very valuable collection of 


Roman, Gallic and French numismatics and tokens. ] 


David (Ferdinand), négociant en tissus, rue Galilée, 37. Tres riche col- 


leclion de numismatique roumaine, gauloise et francaise et de jetons. 


- According to city directory: TOUT-PARIS, Annuaire de la Société Parisienne, 
1898, (14th edition), A. La Fare, Editeur, 55, rue de la Chaussée-d’ Antin, 
Paris. At p. 133 we find the address of M. and Mrs. Fernand David as rue 
Galilée, 37. 


Davip «M. et Mme Fernand), rue Ga- 


lilée, 37 (tera ssa-se) Fle jeudi]. 

e An early 1900s “A. David Fréres” business document has the address as 41, 
Rue de Sentier (2°). The “2° is 2nd arrondissement (administrative district) in 
the center of Paris. 


A. DAVID FRERES 


Manufactures de Passementeries 
Dentelles & Broderies 


41, Rue du Sentier (2° 
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Forger’s Mold for a 1920 AV 5 Peso 
Classical Numismatic Group, LLC (CNG) 


aa BD LRN SORE 


Mexico, United States of Mexico. 1905-pres. Forger’s Mold for a 1920 AV 5 Peso 
(90x90x22mm). Octagonal mold in two pieces, with channel for pouring metal. For 
official coin: BW 653; KM 464. As made. An interesting piece. From the Richard 
Baker Collection. CNG Electronic Auction 509, February 9, 2022, lot 790: realized 


USD 375. 
NI 
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Eighth Real of the Catholic Monarchs of Spain 
Aureo & Calicé 
(Translated by Herman Blanton) 


See Uf 


Aureo & Calicé, Auction 387 
Seleccién de 500 Monedas, Medallas y Billetes, March 17, 2022 - lot 104 


Catholic Monarchs. Granada. 1/8 real. (AC. 53 [sic], same specimen). Very beautiful. 
Ex Coleccién Isabel de Trastamara December 12, 2018, n° 383. Exceptional. Only 
specimen known. 0.44 g. almost Extremely Fine. 


“*...Ordenamos e mandamos que en cada una de las dichas nuestras casas de moneda 
se labre otra moneda de plata que se llame reales ... e que destos se labren reales e 
medios reales e quartos de reales e ochavos de reales ... e que los ochavos sean 
quadrados”’. [We order and command that in each of our mints another silver coin 
called reales be minted... and that these be minted reals and half reals and quarters of 
reales and eighths of reales...and that the eighths be squares.] 


Such a small silver module (less than half a gram) was completely foreign to the 
Castilian numismatic tradition; so was the square shape that it was intended to be given. 
The intention, obviously, was to replace the Nasrid half dirhem that was abundant in 
the recently conquered Granada, whose population was not used to billon. 


Although the Pragmatica indicated that all values should be minted in each of the mints, 
it seems significant that the only known copy corresponds precisely to Granada. Aloiss 
Heiss published in his magnum “General Description” (Paris, 1872) an engraving of a 
similar piece; it has been the only testimony of its existence for a century and a half, 
and the engraving in question has been reproduced in modern catalogs (that of Calicé, 
and the Medieval European Coinage of Cambridge, for example) for lack of a more 
reliable image, such that their effective existence had been doubted. The eighth 
cataloged by Heiss apparently bore a C as a mint mark, and was attributed to the mint 
of Cuenca. The precision of detail in the engravings used by Heiss has been verified on 
numerous occasions, but considering the small size of the coin and the easy confusion 
between the Gothic C and G, we are inclined to suspect that this reading was incorrect, 
and that it is actually a coin from Granada like this one. In any case, no other 
photograph than that of this specimen has been published so far; we must, therefore, 
consider it the only one known. 


Realized 50,000 € plus buyer fee 18% (plus 4,700 € export tax outside Spain). 
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Aureo & Calicé, Auction 387, lot 104, enlarged 


Obverse: crowned F in and over rectangle with mint mark G in bottom left corner. 
Bottom right corner, opposite the mintmark G, is round circle symbol. According to 
Pellicer: 35 such a mark was used by “Mice Sanchez de Betracha” where I assume the 
“mice” is for “micer” which is mister or master. That would make Sanchez de Betracha 
mint master. Pellicer has this mark used at Granada before 1506 which is consistent 
with the dating of this coin and the mintmark G. Around the perimeter of the obverse 
is the legend eFERNANDVS D e G e RE. Reverse: Crowned Y in and over a 
rectangular space. Around the perimeter of the reverse is the legend HELISABET e D 
:G: REG e. The A in HELISABET is square shaped and looks muddled due to double 
strike of the coin noticeable primarily at bottom right. 


[Quoted Spanish text Aureo lot description is from the Pragmatica at Medina del 
Campo, June 13, 1497, title XXI, law I in Heiss vol. I: 323-24. ] 


(AC) Aureo & Calicé: Numismdatica Espafola 1474 a 2020. At page 16 this same 
coin is illustrated and cataloged as number 153. Metrics are given as 12x12 mm, 
0.45 g. 

(Heiss: Paris 1872) The 1872 citation is a typographic error (Description Generale 
des Monnaies des Rois Wisigoths d’Espagne by Alois Heiss, Paris, 1872). We 
confirm the reference is Descripcion general de las Monedas Hispano-Cristianas 
desde la Invasion de los Arabes by Aloiss Heiss in 3 vols Madrid 1865-69. Heiss 
1865: vol. I, pp. 119-20, number 15 and plate 17, number 15. 


15. 4 - FERN - ANDVS.- D° GR’. En campo cuadrado F ale- 
mana coronada ; 4 la izquierda una C. 
Rev. HELIS ABET D:G - R’. En campo cuadrado Y alemana 


coronada. Ochavo de real de plata. Pesa 45 centigramos. 110 
(A. H.) Lam, 17. 
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Heiss vol. I, plate 17 no. 15 
(Measurement taken from Cayé6n reprint as 12 mm square) 


“Medieval European Coinage de Cambridge” is Medieval European Coinage, vol. 6, 
The Iberian Peninsula. M. Crusafont, A. M. Balaguer (published 2013). 

Pellicer i Bru, Josep. Glosario de maestros de ceca y ensayadores, siglos XIII-XX 2nd 
edition. Madrid: Museo Casa de la Moneda, 1997. 


NI 


Admiral Vernon Medal with Single Ship 
Daniel Frank Sedwick, LLC 


Great Britain, copper alloy Admiral Vernon medal, 1739, Vernon / ship, very rare, ex- 
Adams. AC-NLv2B; Betts-unl. 12.89 grams, 35 mm. Choice XF but very darkly toned 
and with slightly grainy surfaces as struck on a cast flan. Rare issue with bewigged bust 
of Vernon and large single sailing ship (supposedly Vernon's flagship Burford), 
presumably issued before news of victory at Porto Bello. XRF: 68.21% copper, 18.03% 
zinc, 11.81% lead. Pedigreed to the John Adams Collection (with his handwritten tag), 
acquired from Eimer in March 2004. [Daniel Sedwick, LLC Treasure Auction 31, May 
4-5, 2022, lot 1158.] 


NI 
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Wallachia, Transylvania - Vlad Dracul 
Classical Numismatic Group, LLC (CNG) 


Wallachia. Vlad II Dracul (the Dragon). 1436-1442 and 1443-1446. AR Ban (10mm, 
0.22 g, lh). Type la. Targoviste mint. Struck circa 1445-1446. Eagle standing left, 
head right; cross above / Dragon advancing left, wings spread. MBR 254. VF, even 
gray tone. Very rare. Triton XVII, Lot: 1407, January 07, 2014, realized $7500 before 
buyer fee. 


Following the death of Mircea the Elder in 1418, control of Wallachia fell to Mircea’s 
nephew, Mihail I, a member of the Danesti branch of the Basarab family. Mircea’s 
illegitimate son Vlad was living at the time at the court of the Holy Roman Emperor, 
Sigismund. Vlad was surnamed Dracul, or Dragon, so-called because of his 
membership in the Ordo Draconis, or Order of the Dragon, a secret knighthood 
instituted by the Holy Roman Emperor to fight the Ottoman Empire. The symbol of the 
order was that of a dragon. 


Unable to succeed to the Wallachian throne because of his illegitimacy, in 1431 
Sigismund appointed him governor of Transylvania. That same year his son, Vlad, was 
born. Though this boy would later acquire the epithet Tepes, or Impaler, because of his 
preferred method of torture, he is better known by his nickname Dracula, or “son of the 
dragon” which became the inspiration for Bram Stoker’s immortal vampire, Count 
Dracula. Discontent with being governor of Transylvania, Dracul was eager to claim 
the Wallachian throne for himself. After killing Mihail I, he became voivode of 
Wallachia in 1436, but his position was far from secure. He was a vassal of Hungary 
by oath, but also a tributary of the Ottomans as voivode. When the Turks invaded 
Transylvania in 1442, the Hungarian king accused his vassal of failing to properly 
defend the southern approaches to Transylvania, and forced Vlad out of Wallachia. In 
the meantime the Hungarian general Janos Hunyadi installed another ruler in Vlad’s 
absence. Vlad appealed to the Sultan for aid, which was granted, and Vlad regained the 
throne the following year. In return for the Ottoman aid, Vlad’s younger sons, Vlad 
Dracula and Radu, were sent to the Sultan’s court as hostages. Hostilities soon arose 
again between Hungary and the Ottomans, and Vlad was summoned to join the 
Hungarian side as a member of the Ordo Draconis. So as not to enrage the Turks and 
endanger his younger sons, Vlad sent his eldest son Mircea in his stead. The crusade 
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failed and Vlad fell further out of favor with Hungary, which arranged his murder in 
1447. 


The existence of Vlad Dracul’s coinage is known from a commercial charter dated to 
1437, in which Vlad granted customs privilege to the merchants of Brasov. The charter 
mentions that both ducats and bani were struck by him. These coins were first published 
at the beginning of the 20th century, and the most recent paper dealing with the coinage 
of Vlad II Dracul recorded only seven specimens of this issue: six in public collections 
in Romania, and the seventh in the Fitzwilliam Museum (K. Parvan, “Cateva 
consideratii privind activitatea monetara a lui Vlad Dracul - Considerations Regarding 
the Coin Minting Activity of Vlad II Dracul,” Studii si Cercetari de Numismatica X 
[1993], pp.101-107). These extremely rare coins are the closest numismatic reference 
to the reign of the famous Vlad III (Dracula), who has no known coinage. 


NI 


Anthropomorphic Sunface Emoji 
of Cordoba, Argentina 


Lot 673: 2 reales 1844 Lot 674: 1 real 1840 Lot 675: 1 real 1841 
Sweetheart Askance Eyes glazed over 


Lot 676: 1 real 1841 Lot 677: 1 real 1843 Lot 678: 1/4 real 1839 
Shocking! Uh-Oh! Hmm! 


These snapshots are from coins offered in Daniel Sedwick, LLC, Treasure Auction 
31, May 4-5, 2022, lots 673-78. The emotions listed are my interpretation—what are 
yours? 


NI 


Editor 
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Double Castellano of the Catholic Monarchs of Spain 
Herman Blanton, NI #LM115 


The coin we call double castellano is an impressive piece of medieval art which we 
may consider the turning point of Spanish coinage into the modern age. The Catholic 
Monarchs are Ferdinand II of Aragon and Isabella of Castile and Leon who had married 
in 1469. After the death of her half-brother Henry IV in 1474 Isabella ascended to the 
throne of Castile & Leon. This marked the beginning of the joint reign of the monarchs 
but each reigning over their own inherited kingdoms and territories. Together they were 
able to effectively unite their kingdoms, especially after the “reconquest” of Granada, 
into one kingdom we call Spain. Their joint reign lasted from 1474-1504 when Isabella 
died. Their joint reign moved Spain into the modern era, became a leading European 
power and changed world history with the colonization of the New World. 


At the time, the monetary system in the Iberian Peninsula was quite complicated with 
different coins of billon, silver and gold in the various kingdoms. The Catholic 
Monarchs worked, especially in Castile, to unify the monetary system. 


In 1475, a mere year after ascending to the throne, Isabella issued orders to the mint at 
Seville to issue gold and silver according to new specifications. The highest value of 
these coins was the “excelente entero” which is the subject of this article. 


Here is a specimen offered by Aureo & Calic6 on March 17, 2022, translated from 
Spanish. 


Aureo & Calicé, Auction 387 
Seleccién de 500 Monedas, Medallas y Billetes, March 17, 2022 - lot 118 
Sevilla. Doble castellano. (AC. 621, mismo ejemplar). Anv.: Figuras de los reyes sentados en el 


trono, sosteniendo cetro y espada. FERNANDVSIET#ELISABETh#DEIZGRACIA+REXZET R. 
Rev.: Armas de Castilla-Le6n y Aragén-Sicilia, coronadas bajo aguila nimbada; S debajo. *SVBx 


VNBRA#ALARVN® TVARVN+PROTEGE?NOS%o°8. Bellisima. Muy rara y mas asi. 9,20 g. 
EBC+. Est. 125.000 
Ex Coleccién Isabel de Trastamara 13/12/2018, n° 1034. 


[Catholic Monarchs.] Seville. Double castellano. (AC. 621, same specimen). Obverse: 
Figures of the kings seated on the throne, holding scepter and sword. FERNANDVS # 
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ET # ELISABETh % DEI # GRACIA + REX ¥ ET R. Reverse: Arms of Castilla- 
Leon and Aragon-Sicily, crowned under haloed eagle; S below. ** SVB x VNBRA % 
ALARVN % TVARVN + PROTEGE # NOS *®. Ex Coleccién Isabel de Trastamara 
December 13, 2018, n° 1034. Beautiful. Very rare, more so like this. 9.20 g. Choice 
extremely fine. Est. 125,000 [Euro]. Ex “Isabel de Trastamara” collection, Dec. 13, 
2908, no. 1034.] [33 mm.] 


This “excelente entero” [whole excelente], which modern numismatics continues to 
call “double castellano” to avoid confusion with the system after 1497 marks the 
endpoint of medieval numismatics. 


The monarchs appear seated, looking at each other with great naturalness, Ferdinand 
with his legs crossed, both with an outstretched hand; it is easy to imagine them in 
conversation. It is the same precious gothic, but the spirit already looks nothing like its 
immediate iconographic antecedent, the hieratic and frontal image of “Enrique de la 
silla” [Henry on the throne]. 


Realized 95,000 € plus buyer fee 18% (plus 12,700 € export tax outside Spain). 


The gothic letters are difficult for me to interpret directly. Consider VNBRA which is 
the Latin VMBRA; the N would be interpreted M here and some of the other places. 
What looks like a “C” in “GRACIA” is interpreted a T as it is for PROTEGE on the 
reverse. 


The “haloed eagle” on the reverse is the symbol for St. John the Evangelist (writer of 
the fourth gospel) the saint chosen by Isabella for support. This symbolism was used 
during various eras of the Spanish governments as late as 1981. The Latin legends on 
the coins deserve our attention. The obverse legend is wonderfully complete with only 
the final word “Regina” abbreviated to “R.”: FERNANDVS ET ELISABETH DEI 
GRATIA REX ET R(EGINA). Translated into English we have FERDINAND AND 
ISABELLA BY THE GRACE OF GOD KING AND QUEEN. The reverse is complete 
per the decree: SUB UMBRA ALARUM TUARUM PROTEGE NOS. Translated into 
English we read a prayer PROTECT US UNDER THE SHADOW OF YOUR WINGS. 
The reverse legend hearkens back to the Vulgate translation of Psalm 16:8 where David 
sought protection from God against his enemies. The inscription is changed from 
protege me (protect me) to protege nos (protect us).!” 


The Aureo & Calic6 reference “Enrique en la silla” is to the large gold coins of Henry 
IV with the king seated on a throne. 


The “doble castellano” is indeed a rare coin. The coin is not cataloged or illustrated in 
Heiss (vol. I: 1865), at least I could not find it. Heiss: 134 mentions the “excelente 
entero” in regard to a decree of Jan 28, 1480 but not the letter from Queen Isabella to 
the mint of Seville dated June 26, 1475. 


Dasi I: 25-illustrates this type without a photo. His drawing appears to be of the Vidal 
Quadras coin, number 6440. He also cites a reference to an early drawing of the type 
in a 1575 placard from Antwerp. In the documents section, vol. I: X-XIII, Dasf 


'7 The Vulgate combines Psalms 9 & 10 making chapter numbers offset compared to some 
other Bibles. In those cases the reference is to Psalms 17:8. 
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transcribed the letter of June 26, 1475 and instructions dated June 28, 1475 in Sanz 
Arizmendi. 


Claudio Sanz Arizmendi is credited with discovering the June 26 letter and published 
it along with some other early decrees in 1920. The selected texts quoted below are 
from San Arzimendi’s article “Las primeras acufiacioénes de los Reyes Catdlicos” in 
Revista de Archivos, Bibliotecas y Museos, Tomo XLI, afio 1920 (1921 yearbook 
compilation of year 1920 monthly magazines). 


Even though I could read the texts and understand them, especially with the aid of the 
Aureo & Calicé coin image, the gothic era Spanish and a few specific words prevented 
me from confidently translating them. Alan Luedeking came to my aid and translated 
these texts, advising that “bulto” is likely “busto” and “en continente” must be “in 
continenti.” 


Letter from Queen Isabella to Mint at Seville, June 26, 1475. Sanz Arizmendi 
appendix II: 78 (roman font with italic conforms to Sanz Arizmendi). 


“La Reina. —... Yo vos mando que fagades labrar y labredes, enla dicha mi cafa 
de moneda, moneda de oro y plata ; las monedas de oro dela ley que folia labrar 
los castellanos de oro que se labrauan en vida del Rey don Enrrique, mi hermano 
que santa gloria aya e de talla de veynte e cinco piegas el marco, que cada pie¢a 
pese dof castellanos de oro y no menos, que se Ilamen ex¢elentes...dela ley de 
veynte e tref quilates e tref quartos e non menos....” 


The Queen. —...I command you to cause to be made and make, in the aforesaid my 
mint, coins of gold and silver; the coins of gold of the fineness that was customarily 
made during the reign of King Don Enrique, my brother who [in] holy glory resides 
and of the measure of twenty and five pieces to the mark, which each piece weigh two 
castellanos of gold and not less, that they be called excelentes ...of the fineness of twenty 
and three carats and three quarters and not less.... 


Instructions from Queen Isabella to the mint at Seville, June 28, 1475. Sanz 
Arizmendi appendix II: 79. 


“La Reyna 


...los exgelentes enteros dela vna parte dof bultos, el vno del Rey, mi sennor y el 
otro mio, asentados en dof sillas, los roftros en continente que se mire el vno al 
otro y el bulto del dicho Rey, mi sennor, tenga una efpada defnuda enla mano y 
el mio vn cetro, con coronas en las cabegas y diga en las letras de enderredor 
delos dichos bultos = ferdinandus et elifabeth, dei gracia, Rex et Regna Caftelle, 
Legioni. e dela otra parte vn aguila, delas que figuran por fant Iohan Evangelista, 
que tenga dof efcudos debaxo delas alas, debaxo del ala derecha vn efcudo delas 
armas de Caftilla, de castillos y leones e debaxo dela otra ala yzquierda otro 
efcudo con las armas de Aragon e Sicilia e vna corona encima de amos a dof 
escudos que los alcange e non sea muy alta la dicha corona porque non ocupe 
mucho el cuello dela dicha Aguila. E las letras han de dezir enderedor deftos 
dichos dof escudos: Sub umbra alarum tuarum protege nos....” 


...the whole excelentes on the one part two busts, the one the King, my sire and the 
other mine, seated on two thrones, the faces that one looks at the other and the bust of 
the aforesaid King, my sire, have a bare sword in the hand and in mine a scepter, with 
crowns upon the heads and it should say in letters around the torsos FERDINANDUS 
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ET ELIZABETH, DEI GRATIA, REX ET REGNA CASTELLE, LEGIONIS, and on the 
other part an eagle, of the ones that figure for Saint John Evangelist, that it have two 
shields below the wings, below the right wing a shield with the arms of Castile, of 
castles and lions and below the other wing to the left another shield with arms of 
Aragon and Sicily and one crown above both the two shields which should reach them 
and not be too tall the said crown that it not occupy much of the neck of the said eagle. 
And the letters are to say around these two shields SUB UMBRA ALARUM TUARUM 
PROTEGE NOS.... 


Philip Grierson described this coin type (not this specimen) in his well-regarded book 
The Coins of Medieval Europe, 1991. Not only did he describe it but he used it for 
both the front and back of the dust jacket. 


Grierson p. 189 “...Isabella’s instructions of 26 June 1475 to the Seville mint 
created a new gold coin called an excelente, struck 25 to the mark (= 9.20g), 
twice the weight of the old castellano, and 23-3/4 carats fine, and a silver real of 
traditional weight, both accompanied by appropriate fractions. Up to the mid 
nineteenth century the full excelente, having as the type the two rulers seated, 
was known only from designs in sixteenth century money-books, and it remains 
a coin of the highest rarity, but the half, of a more convenient weight, with the 
heads of the two sovereigns facing each other, became the most characteristic 
coin of the reform....” 


The symbolism of Ferdinand and Isabella on their joint thrones has survived in print 
from as early as 1515 with an engraving that is nearly identical to that on the double 
castellano. 
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Gumiel: 1515, “Royal Privileges of Valencia” 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode 
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